Belgium. Although only a few participants took part in the first conferences, the number has exceeded one hundred in recent meetings. Many new young people interested in dormice come to every conference, and these meetings offer a good perspective for the future.
conference, and a dozen contributions were presented during the poster session. As in previous conferences, presentations covered a very wide range of topics, including ecology, physiology, parasitology, behaviour, genetics and conservation. A round table discussion on conflicts with edible and garden dormice in households was also organised. During the mid-conference excursion, participants had an opportunity to visit hazel dormouse study sites monitored by Goedele VerBeyLen and Natuurpunt volunteers, to see hazel and garden dormouse habitats in the Voeren region.
The International Dormouse Conferences have a tradition of not only producing abstract books for the conference, but also publishing the proceedings in a scientific journal issued in the host country. Such conference proceedings provide an opportunity for people interested in dormice to find interesting and useful information on dormice concentrated in one publication. Without these proceedings, some dormouse studies presented at these meetings would never be shared internationally, only published in local journals or not at all.
At the 9th International Dormouse Conference, held in Denmark in 2014, it was agreed to arrange two outputs from the conference. Some of the papers were published in a special issue of the international journal Folia Zoologica which is referred to in the Clarivate Analytics Web of Science database and has an impact factor. The remaining papers were published in Apodemus, a newsletter of the Danish Mammal Society. The Scientific Committee of the 10th International Dormouse Conference adopted a similar procedure. Some of the conference presentations were published in Folia Zoologica, and the rest were accepted by Lynx, n.s., the journal of mammalogy issued by the National Museum, Prague, the Czech Republic.
Among the papers published in the present issue (in its part devoted to the 10th International Dormouse Conference), those by German authors on different aspects of the ecology and conservation of the hazel dormouse predominate. This illustrates how much attention is now paid in Germany to the conservation and monitoring of Muscardinus avellanarius, which is included in Annex 4 of the EU Habitats Directive. Summarised results of discussions and practical recommendations on how to deal with conflicts between people and both edible and garden dormice are presented in a special paper. The behavioural repertoire of the edible dormouse, illustrated with drawings, is described in another paper of this issue.
On behalf of the Scientific Committee of the 10th International Dormouse Conference I thank all contributors who submitted their manuscripts for their valuable contribution and also the reviewers of those papers. Special thanks to Dr. Pat morris who edited the English in all of the accepted manuscripts. 
